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MAY 10- 1 1 MEETING IN LONDON: 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

1 . THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL MET IN LONDON ON lOTH 
AND 1 ITH MAY, 1977 WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF HEADS OF 
STATE AND GOVERNMENT. 

2. THE ESSENTIAL PURPOSE OE THE ALLIANCE IS TO 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


SAFEGUARD THE INDEPENDENCE AND SECURITY OE ITS MEMBERS, 
ENABLING THEM TO PROMOTE THE VALUES OE DEMOCRACY AND 
RESPECT EOR HUMAN RIGHTS, INDIVIDUAL EREEDOM, JUSTICE 
AND SOCIAL PROGRESS, AND TO MAKE POSSIBEE THE CREATION 
OE A LASTING STATEOE PEACE. THE ALLIES ARE FIRMLY 
RESOLVED TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE THE EFEECTIVENESS OE 
THE ALLIANCE AND THE TIES WHICH UNITE THEM. 

3. ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN SOME IMPROVEMENTS IN 
EAST- WEST RELATIONS IN RECENT YEARS, ELEMENTS OE 
INSTABILITY AND UNCERTAINTY PERSIST. OE PARTICULAR 
CONCERN IS THE CONTINUING GROWTH IN THE STRENGTH 
OE OEFENSIVE CAPABILITIES OE THE ARMED EORCES OE THE 
WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE 
ALLIES EMPHASISE THE NEED EOR THE ALLIANCE TO MAINTAIN 
AT AN ADEQUATE EEVEL THE EORCES REQUIRED EOR THE 
COMMON DEEENCE AND EOR DETERRENCE. THEY ARE RESOLVED 
TO STRENGTHEN THEIR MUTUAL SUPPORT EEFORTS AND 
CO-OPERATION. 

4. THE ALLIES ARE DETERMINED TO CO-OPERATE CLOSELY 
IN ALL ASPECTS OF DEFENCE PRODUCTION. THEIR AIMS ARE 
TO ACHIEVE THE MOST EEEECTIVE USE OE AVAILABLE 
RESOURCES AND TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE THE STRONG 
INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL CAPABILITY WHICH IS 
ESSENTIAL EOR THE DEEENCE OE THE ALLIANCE AND TO DEVELOP 
A MORE BALANCED RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EUROPEAN AND 
NORTH AMERICAN MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE IN THE PROCURE- 
MENT OE DEEENCE EQUIPMENT. THE MEANS OE DEEPENING THIS 
CO-OPERATION SHOULD BE REVIEWED IN APPROPRIATE EORA. 

5. LEADERS OE STATES TAKING PART IN THE 
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INTEGRATED DEEENCE STRUCTURE OF THE ALLIANCE REQUESTED 
THEIR DEEENCE MINISTERS TO INITIATE AND DEVELOP A LONG- 
TERM PROGRAMME TO ENABLE NATO FORCES TO MEET THE 
CHANGING DEEENCE NEEDS OE THE I980S AND TO REVIEW THE 
MANNER IN WHICH THE ALLIANCE IMPLEMENTS ITS DEFENCE 
PROGRAMMES TO ENSURE MORE EEEECTIVE EOLLOW-THROUGH. 

6. AT THE SAME TIME, THE ALLIES REAFEIRM THEIR 
CONVICTION THAT SECURITY IN EUROPE AND IN THE WORLD, 
WITHOUT WHICH DETENTE COULD NOT PRODUCE ITS BENEFICIAL 
EFFECTS, CANNOT BE ACHIEVED BY STATEMENTS OE INTENT, 
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BUT REQUIRES CONCRETE EFFORTS TO REDUCE THE LEVEL OF 
ARMAMENTS THROUGH REALISTIC MEASURES OF DISARMAMENT AND 
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ARMS CONTROL. THEY WILL CONTINUE TO MOVE TOWARDS THIS 
GOAL IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH ALLIED SECURITY, WHILE 
RECOGNIZING THAT PROGRESS ALSO DEPENDS ON A CONSTRUCTIVE 
ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF THE SOVIET UNION AND EAST 
EUROPEAN STATES. 

7. THE ALLIES WARMLY WELCOME THE EFFORTS OF THE 
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UNITED STATES TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE SOVIET UNION AN 
AGREEMENT TO LIMIT AND REDUCE STRATEGIC ARMS WHICH TAKES 
INTO ACCOUNT ALLIED INTERESTS. 

8. WITH RESPECT TO MBER, THE PARTICIPATING ALT .IRS 
EMPHASISE THE IMPORTANCE THEY ATTACH TO THESE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS, THE GOAL OF WHICH IS TO CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE 
STABLE RELATIONSHIP AND TO THE STRENGTHENING OF PEACE 
AND SECURITY IN EUROPE. THEY CALL EOR A POSITIVE 
RESPONSE TO THE ADDITIONAL OEFER THEY MADE TO THE 
WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES IN DECEMBER 1975, AND REAFFIRM 
THEIR OVERALL OBJECTIVE OE ESTABLISHING APPROXIMATE 
PARITY IN GROUND FORCES IN THE FORM OF A COMMON 
COLLECTIVE CEILING EOR GROUND EORCE MANPOWER AND THE 
REDUCTION OF THE DISPARITY IN TANKS, WHICH WOULD ENSURE 
UNDIMINISHED SECURITY AT A LOWER LEVEL OF FORCES. 

9. THE COLLECTIVE SECURITY ENSURED BY THE ALLIANCE, 

IN ADDITION TO ENHANCING GLOBAL STABILITY, PROVIDES 
THE STRENGTH AND CONFIDENCE THAT ENABLE THE MEMBER 
COUNTRIES TO PERSEVERE IN THEIR EFFORTS TO LESSEN THE 
TENSIONS BETWEEN EAST AND WEST AND TO INCREASE PRO- 
GRESSIVELY THE AREAS OF CO-OPERATION. IN THIS CONNECTION 
THE ALLIED LEADERS REQUESTED THE COUNCIL IN PERMANENT 
SESSION TO MAKE A FRESH STUDY OF LONG-TERM TRENDS IN 
EAST- WEST RELATIONS AND TO ASSESS THEIR IMPLICATIONS 
FOR THE ALLIANCE. IMPROVEMENT IN EAST- WEST RELATIONS 
WILL DEPEND ON THE EXTENT TO WHICH ALL CONCERNED SHOW 
MODERATION AND SELF RESTRAINT BOTH IN EUROPE AND IN 
OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD. WITH REGARD TO BERLIN AND 
GERMANY AS A WHOLE, THE OTHER ALLIES FULLY ASSOCIATED 
THEMSELVES WITH THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY THE HEADS OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 LONDON 07792 02 OF 03 III640Z 

STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE UNITED 
KINGDOM, FRANCE AND THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
IN THEIR STATEMENT OF 9TH MAY, 1977, AND NOTED IN 
PARTICULAR THAT THE STRICT OBSERVANCE AND FULL IMPLEMENTA 
TION OF THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT OF 3RD SEPTEMBER, 

L97L ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE STRENGTHENING OF DETENTE, 

THE MAINTENANCE OF SECURITY AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
CO-OPERATION THROUGHOUT EUROPE. 

10. THE ALLIES STRESS THE GREAT IMPORTANCE THEY 
ATTACH TO THE IMPLEMENTATION BY THE CSCE SIGNATORY 
STATES OF ALL THE PROVISIONS OF THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT. 

THERE HAS BEEN LIMITED PROGRESS IN CERTAIN FIELDS. 

WHILE WELCOMING THIS, THE ALLIES EMPHASISE THAT MUCH 
STILL REMAINS TO BE DONE IF THE POTENTIAL OF THE FINAL 
ACT IS TO BE REALISED BOTH IN TERMS OF INTER-STATE 
RELATIONS AND IN THE LIVES OF THE INHABITANTS OF ALL THE 
COUNTRIES CONCERNED. THE FORTHCOMING BELGRADE MEETING 
WILL PROVIDE A USEFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR A THOROUGH 
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REVIEW OE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FINAL ACT, AND EOR 
AN EXCHANGE OE VIEWS ON WAYS OE DEVELOPING THE PROCESS 
OE DETENTE IN THE EUTURE. AT THAT MEETING THE ALLIES 
WILL WORK EOR A CONSTRUCTIVE OUTCOME WHICH WILL PROMOTE 
BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN THE PARTICIPATING STATES AND 
BE BENEEICIAL TO ALL THEIR PEOPLES. 

1 1 . THE ALLIES RECOGNISE AS WHOLLY LEGITIMATE THE 
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ASPIRATIONS OF PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS. THEY ARE CONVINCED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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THAT RESPECT FOR THESE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE COMMITMENTS ACCEPTED BY GOVERNMENTS 
IN THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND IN OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTS INCLUDING THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT, 

IS ESSENTIAL FOR PEACE, FRIENDSHIP AND CO-OPERATION 
AMONG NATIONS. 

12. THE ALLIED LEADERS REAFFIRM THEIR SUPPORT FOR AN 
EQUITABLE WORLD SYSTEM IN WHICH ALL COUNTRIES, DEVELOPING 
AS WELL AS DEVELOPED, WILL SEE THEIR BEST INTERESTS 
SERVED AND WHICH CAN SUSTAIN THE ECONOMIC PROGRESS OF 
ALL. THEY INTEND TO MOBILIZE THEIR EFFORTS TOWARDS 

THE ATTAINMENT OF THAT OBJECTIVE, IN THE APPROPRIATE 
FORA. THEY INVITE THE WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES TO DO THE 
SAME. 

13. RECOGNISING THE VITALITY AND VIGOUR SHOWN BY THE 
ALLIANCE OVER THE YEARS, THE ALLIED LEADERS REAFEIRM 
THEIR DETERMINATION TO MAINTAIN AND STRENGTHEN THEIR 
CLOSE ASSOCIATION AND COHESION WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF 
THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY. ON THAT FIRM FOUNDATION 
THEY WILL PERSEVERE IN THE TASK OF BUILDING A MORE JUST 
AND PEACEFUL WORLD. 

SPIERS 
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